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FIRST HOME OWNER GRANT AMENDMENT BILL 2017 
Committee 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. The Chair of Committees (Hon Simon O’Brien) in the chair; 
Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment) in charge of the bill. 
Clause 15: Section 52A amended — 
Committee was interrupted after the clause had been partly considered. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: I move — 

Page 8, after line 22 — To insert — 
(3) If the notice covers legal costs as defined in the Legal Profession Act 2008 section 3 — 

(a) the notice must include or be accompanied by a written statement setting out the applicant’s 
right under the Legal Profession Act 2008 to apply for an assessment of those costs; and 

(b) the Commissioner must not commence proceedings to recover those costs until at least 
30 days after the date on which the notice is given to the applicant. 

In brief, I encourage members to support this amendment. In line with the remarks I made earlier this afternoon, the 
commissioner ought to be a model litigant. If the commissioner seeks to send a notice in accordance with 
section 15—this is of course an amendment to section 15—he ought to ensure that the first home owner is aware of 
his or her rights for a cost assessment. Earlier, the house defeated the government’s amendment to remove that right 
for a cost assessment. It remains the case that a first home owner in Western Australia is entitled to apply for a cost 
assessment. The commissioner, as a model litigant, should draw that right to the attention of the first home owner. 
In addition, this amendment will ensure that the commissioner cannot start legal proceedings to recover costs until 
at least 30 days after that notice. That is consistent with the provisions of the Legal Profession Act, whereby 
lawyers cannot sue their clients or somebody associated with their bill for a 30-day period. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: The government is not supporting the amendment. 
Amendment put and passed. 
Clause 15, as amended, put and passed. 
Clauses 16 to 18 put and passed. 
Title put and passed. 
Bill reported, with amendments. 

Recommittal 
HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [5.09 pm] — without notice: 
I move — 

That the First Home Owner Grant Amendment Bill 2017 be recommitted for the purposes of considering 
proposed new clauses 11A, 12A and 12B. 

Essentially, we have foreshadowed that a number of amendments to those clauses should be made, so we urge the 
house to deal with those now. 
Question put and passed.  

Committee 
The Chair of Committees (Hon Simon O’Brien) in the chair; Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment) in 
charge of the bill. 
New clause 11A — 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: For the reasons previously mentioned, I move — 

Page 5, after line 30 — To insert — 
11A. Section 26 amended 

In section 26 in the definition of decision on the application: 
(a) in paragraph (d) delete “(3);” and insert: 

(3); and 
(b) after paragraph (d) insert: 
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(e) a requirement under section 52A(1) to pay an amount of legal costs incurred 
by the Commissioner. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: In brief, we already discussed this matter at length when we previously considered clause 
14 of the bill in committee. For the reasons outlined then, I indicate that the opposition supports this and the other 
amendments proposed by the government. 
New clause put and passed. 
New clause 12A — 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I move — 

Page 6, after line 17 — To insert — 
12A. Section 30 amended 

After section 30(5) insert: 
(6) If, as the result of a decision on an objection, an amount of legal costs paid by an 

applicant is to be repaid to the applicant, the following amounts are payable to the 
applicant — 
(a) the amount of legal costs to be repaid; 
(b) any interest paid by the applicant in respect of a written arrangement approved 

by the Commissioner under section 52 that relates to an amount referred to in 
paragraph (a); 

(c) interest at the prescribed rate on the amounts payable to the applicant under 
paragraphs (a) and (b) from the date the amount was paid by the applicant to 
the date approved for the repayment. 

New clause put and passed. 
New clause 12B — 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I move — 

Page 6, after line 17 — To insert — 

12B. Section 32 amended 
After section 32(4) insert: 

(5) If, as the result of an application for a review of a decision, an amount of legal costs 
paid by an applicant is to be repaid to the applicant, the following amounts are 
payable to the applicant — 

(a) the amount of legal costs to be repaid; 

(b) any interest paid by the applicant in respect of a written arrangement approved 
by the Commissioner under section 52 that relates to an amount referred to in 
paragraph (a); 

(c) interest at the prescribed rate on the amounts payable to the applicant under 
paragraphs (a) and (b) from the date the amount was paid by the applicant to 
the date approved for the repayment. 

New clause put and passed. 
Report 

Bill again reported, with amendments, and, by leave, the report adopted. 

Remaining Stages — Standing Orders Suspension — Third Reading 
On motion without notice by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment), resolved with an absolute 
majority — 

That the standing orders be suspended so far as to enable the bill to be read a third time. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment), and passed. 
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